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Jacoi Ashby gatheied what forces lie could, in our parts, and attempted to join the king at Oxford, and to have proposed it to him , but Sir Jacob was entirely routed at Stow-on-the-Wold, and taken pnsoner, and of thiee thousand men not above six hundred came to Oxford
All the king's garrisons dropt one by one, Hereford which had stood out against the whole army of the Scots, was surprised by six men and a lieutenant, dressed up for countiy labouieis, and a constable pressed to work, who cut the guaids in pieces, and let in a paity of the enemy
Chestei was i educed by famine, all the attempts the king made to relieve it, being frustrated.
Sir Thomas Fairfax routed the Lord Hopton at Tornngton, and drove him to such extremities, that he was forced up into the farthest corner of Cornwall The Lord Hopton had a gallant body of horse with him of nine bngades, but no foot, Fan fax, a great army
Heartless, and tired out with continual ill news and ill success, I had fiequent meetings with some gentlemen, who had escaped fiom the rout of Sir William Yaughan, and we agreed upon a meeting at Woicester of all the friends we could get, to see if we could raise a body fit to do any sei vice, or, if not, to consider what was to be done At this meeting we had almost as many opinions as people, om strength appeared too weak to make any attempt, the game was too far gone in our pai ts to be i eti leved, all we could make up did not amount to above eight hundred hoise
It \\&s unanimously agieed not to go m to the parliament as long as our loyal master did not give up the cause , but in all places, and by all possible methods, to do him all the bervice we could. Some pioposed one thing, some anothei : at last we proposed getting vessels to cariy us to the Isle of Man, to the Eail of Dei by, as Sir Maimaduke Langdale, Loid Digby, and otheis had done I did not foiesee any service it would be to the king's afhuis, but I staited a, proposal, that, mai clang to Pembroke in a body, we should there sei^e upon all the \essels we could, and embarking 3ursclves, hoibes, and what foot we could get, cio&s the Sevoin sea, and land in Cornwall to the assistance of Punce Chailes, who was in the army of the Lord Hopton, and where only there boomed to be any possibility of a chance for the lemammg part of our cause.
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